
Kia ora koutou

It’s a short address from the Principals desk this month. Wow! what a busy start to Term Two, and of course 
Trimester Two began for our Year 9 & 10 students also. It’s hard to believe that we’re already in Week 5 
and for some departments such as Art - that puts us halfway through their learning year effectively.

Ka ora, ka ako is up and running at Opunake High School. We want to thank Belinda and her team at Soul 
Kitchen for preparing and delivering us our daily kai. Its not a small job to prepare 300 meals for us,  but 
they always exceed our expectations.

Our rangatahi are enjoying this healthy, ministry approved kai.  All this fabulous food is keeping bellies 
full and minds focused and may even have contributed to our multiple sports successes in rugby, 
netball, volleyball, hockey, soccer and basketball recently. I’d like to especially mention the Year 9 & 10 
rugby league boys, who along with coach Pelo Rangi, came together to claim the TSSSA Jack Knuckey 
Shield. This was an outstanding achievement by this group of young men.

As we near the end of this term, the primary 
schools around the coastal area can expect a 
visit from our Pitch Week team. This is a group 
of very capable students delivering to our 
potential 2022 Year 9 students all the best the 
Opunake High School has to offer. The question 
we’ll be asking is  “Who do you want to be?” - 
because it is our aim to  get you there.   At our 
kura, we aim to turn your DREAMS into reality.

Arohanui,  
Andrea Hooper - Principal
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On Saturday 29th May, Opunake High School was 
invited to participate in an evening honouring 
and paying tribute to the legacy of the late Steve 
McKean. 

This night saw the Taranaki Mountainairs (wearing 
a retro BP Bears strip from the 90’s) taking on the 
Southern Sharks in a Sals NBL clash, but more 
importantly featured a mixed Opunake team, 
coached by Angelo Hill, take on a mixed Stratford 
High School side, coached by Willie Banks. Both 
coaches, were honoured to pay tribute to Steve 
McKean in this way, and both teams certainly 
brought the flair.

With both sides playing a mix of boys and girls, it 
was the team from the coast eventually coming 
out on top. Well done to all those involved in this 
auspicious occasion, you played in a manner that 
Coach would’ve been proud of.

He aha te mea nui o te ao?  He tangata! He tangata! He tangata!
What is the most important thing in the world? It is people! It is people! It is people!

This whakatauki embodies Opunake High School, and our ‘tangata’ in Term One have exceeded all our 
expectations. Our Senior School students on average have attained 20+ credits in their first term. Some 
of our ‘Jumpers’, (students who advance a year level in specific areas of excellence) have already gained 
endorsement in their previous academic year level. Amazing! 

Our students have exemplified huge aroha in raising nearly $3000 for Relay for Life, several hundred 
dollars for Epilepsy Awareness, not to mention our community raising around $8000 for our tamariki 
through support for our hangi, raffles, and bingo night, which was literally a Full House! Enormous 
thanks goes to Chantal Brophy and the Home and School for the organising these community events. 

Our Trade Academy students have moved onto the second phase of the Tiny Home project, as well as 
creating cape cod chairs for fundraising, and beautifying our kura with wonderful, top-end, picnic tables. 
Whilst the REC and PE students have cycled, tramped, dam-dropped, and managed to work on their 
coaching skills with our local primary schools’ rangatahi. 

Leadership is important at our kura, and growing 
good leaders for the future is what we do. Our 
students have had the opportunity to be involved 
in ‘Students Against Drink Driving’ leadership 
seminars, sports leadership forums, be Enviro 
leaders at our kura through proactive sustainable 
change around the loop track, and be involved in 
leading projects for our DREAMS values. 

Our prefects have been ambassadors for our 
school at Anzac Day memorials and the regional 
prefect day. We now have five new prefects; 
Durann Bloor, Ross Bolstad, Sinaed Heaps, Camryn 
Redin, and Jenna McCarthy all of whom role 
model our DREAMS in all they do. 

Looking forward to next term, we are excited 
about improving whole school hauora through 
ka ora, ka ako (healthy, free school lunches). This 
in combination with our provision of devices 
and fees free policy enables all our tamariki access to learning in a healthy, equitable, and supportive 
environment. Hauora is incredibly important here at OHS, and our students are rising to the challenge. 
We have huge amounts of students joining our sports codes and thank you to all those community 
members working tirelessly with these teams.

We ended last term with Individual development plans for our senior students. Mentors met with 
student and whanau to discuss huarahi whai hua (pathways) with their mentees and how to realise their 
goals. Year 9 & 10 students finished the term with Academy day. Students had opportunities to kayak, 
box, paint a mural, play with a 100 piece orchestra, be part of the E sports hub in Hawera, adventure race 
on the maunga, and the list goes on…. After this exciting and exhausting first term, I trust everyone, staff 
and students alike, have had a well earned relaxing break. 

Here’s looking forward to the challenges, experiences and learning opportunities that Term 2 brings.

Arohanui,  
Andrea Hooper - Acting  Principal

HOME & SCHOOL NEWS

Opunake High School Home & School Committee 
have had to pivot this term with their fundraising 
efforts due to Covid levels when Gala planning was 
underway. We were still able to do the Hapu raffles 
& the Hangi then later on in the term when we were 
in Level 1, we ran a very successful Bingo Night and 
Auction.

Thank you to the school and community, staff 
and businesses for your support. Your kindness & 
generosity helped us achieve our fundraising goals. 

RAFFLE WINNERS: 

Totara – Cape Cod Chair 
Lorin Symons #8106

Rimu – Easter chocolate basket 
Talia Smith #2449

Awhina – Grocery hamper 
Dave Stewart #3438

Karo – Breakers Championship-winning Basketball 
singlet, signed by Thomas Abercrombie 
Pretty Family #5693

COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR THE HANGI: 

Darrell & Lisa Hickey donated two sheep. 
Mike from Coastal Meat Processors, Okato. 
Opunake Lions Club. 
Gary from 4 Square 45, Opunake. 
Countdown, Stratford.     
Soul Kitchen.   
Yarrows.

Kerry Walsh, Michael Griggs & the many helpers that 
made it happen,  Nga mihi. 

BINGO NIGHT  

Donations from the following businesses:

Opunake 
Soul Kitchen.    
Murray Weir, Celebrant on the Coast.    
Opunake Pharmacy.   
Arty Tarts.    
Karams on the Coast.   
Sinclair’s Electrical.   
Kuriger Concrete.    
Country Connections.   
Farm Source.   
Sugar Juice.    
Hairazor.   
Vagabond Cakes. 
Classic Auto Repaints.    
Robyn @ Fabulous Flowers.   
Dreamtime. 
Farmlands.    
Opunake Auto Repairs.    
Symes Outdoor & Sports. 
Opunake Concrete.    
Viv Scott/McDonalds Real Estate. 
Opunake Beach Holiday Park.
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SCHOOL APP 
Go to the App Store or Google 
Play on your Apple or Android 
device and Search ‘SchoolAppsNZ’ 
to download the app onto your 
device. 

Search ‘Ōpunakē High School’  
to find us. 

Prefects on ANZAC Day

MC Murray Weir proving he still has the chops when it comes to Bingo calling. 66-Clickety Click

The 2021 secondary school rugby season is about to kick off on May 8. 
Coastal secondary school rugby is competing in the First XV, Under 15 
open grade and the Girls secondary school grade this season. All teams 
have good support with coaches/ managers and a healthy number of 
players. We look forward to seeing you on the sideline and supporting our 
players. 

We would like to thank our Sponsorship Team for 2021 Rugby season:

Platinum Homes premier naming rights sponsor, 
Eltham Timber Supplies, Arty Tarts Cafe, Nutrilink Farm Nutrient 
Management, Kinatai Engineering, Pickering Motors Ltd.  

Please support these businesses that support our teams. 

If you are interested in becoming part of the sponsorship team please 
contact Michael Griggs - (027 666 0862) for details.


