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Growing good people for a rapidly changing world
He waihangatanga o te tangata pai i roto i tenei ao hurihuri

Opunake High School is a vibrant co-educational school.
A caring and nurturing environment enables us to fulfil our
mission statement of
Grow Good People for a Rapidly Changing World
He waihangatanga o te tangata pai i roto i tenei ao hurihuri

We offer exciting opportunities for all students in academic,
cultural and sporting areas. Strong values and a caring sense of
family create safe and effective learning relationships upon which
growth and achievement are based.
Our vision and school strategic plan acknowledges the critical
factors for student achievement in secondary school.

2

Growing Good People For a
Rapidly Changing World
Secondary school is a critical time for young people and families:
It is so important to prepare your child for a rapidly changing
world.
Opunake High School offers a stimulating environment, a wide
range of curricular and co-curricular experiences and subjects
taught by highly qualified staff.
Effective relationships between staff, students and families are critical
to our success. Each student has a whanau mentor who remains with
the student through their time at school.
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Achievement and Learning
Opunake High School is bursting with energy and innovation in
finding new and better ways to teach and learn. Recently this has
been evidenced by our outstanding NCEA results. We are the Top
Decile 4 School in New Zealand for NCEA Level 2.
Our school provides a variety of innovation in curriculum design and
delivery. Digital learning is at the forefront of our innovation with each
student provided with their own chromebook.
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Focus for the Future
An innovative and fresh approach to curriculum design allows
teams of teachers to focus on developing an engaging, authentic
and rich curriculum for Years 9 &10 students. This curriculum
design includes integrated learning, with significant outdoor
experiences which will accelerate the outcomes for student as
well as providing a clear focus on vocational pathways.
The purpose of this curriculum is to prepare learners for the 21st
century learning, particularly around New Zealand curriculum
principles.
An innovative and flexible timetable enables extended learning times
in the morning which allows students to engage at a deep level in their
learning.
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Our Students
Our senior curriculum is designed to
inspire the further aspirations of our
students whether this be at university,
polytechnic or trade based courses.
The National Certificate of Educational
Achievement (NCEA) is New Zealand’s
national school leaver qualification. A
national priority is that Level 2 NCEA
is seen as a minimum qualification for
school leavers, with Level 3 necessary for
university based courses.
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Student Pathways

ENGLISH

Agriculture
Health ENGINEERING

GRAPHICS

Biology

Chemistry
Music
DST
Outdoor

Physical Education

LITERACY

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

HOSPITALITY

Maori Performing Arts

Digitech/Computing

MATHEMATICS VISUAL ART
History
Physics
Te Reo Maori
Geography
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Culture Counts
We recognise that Taranaki & Nga Ruahine are tangata whenua.
For us as a school, it means that we have an opportunity to help
our young people and our community be more aware of a Maori
view of the world.
With a bi-cultural approach it helps us to learn to appreciate
cultural diversity and celebrate differences - an ability that will
help our students be part of a global and multicultural society.
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DREAM Academies/Wanganga
The Academies are designed to allow students to grow their
passions and interests in a variety of areas. Students will
decide on the area they want to develop and undertake unique
opportunities. Teachers will then support them to excel and
achieve highly in their passions and interests.
Our Academies encompass 9 broad areas:
Culture, Achievement, Sustainability, Enterprise,
Sports & Outdoors, Trades, Work Ready,
STEM (Science,Technology,Engineering,Maths),
and Performance.
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Sport
Sport is an integral part of
school life and forms an
important link to the
DREAM values our school
promotes. Our Sports &
Outdoors Academy offers a
unique opportunity to
develop sport specific skills as
well as athletic and mental
fitness to compete at a high
level.
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Opunake High offers over
20 codes within the sports
programme
including, athletics,
basketball, cricket, rugby,
soccer, hockey, swimming
and outdoor education.
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Uniform
Opunake High is proud to be a
uniform school.
All Year 9-12 students are expected
to wear the uniform with pride and
respect for the history and legacy of
our High School.
Year 13 students may wear mufti of
an acceptable standard.
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Enrolment
Each family who enrols their child at Opunake High School is met
and interviewed by the Dean. At this interview the child’s learning, experiences, strengths and dreams for the future are
captured for the start of their schooling.
From this meeting their timetable, tutor teacher and class are
organised in preparation for the best start at school.
Complete the Enrolment Forms in separate booklet.
Sign the pages as indicated.
“It is an honour and
Proof of identification is required.
privilege to lead Opunake
Birth Certificate necessary.
High School. Join us in this

exciting journey.”
Peter O’Leary, Principal
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Our Commitment
to you
At Opunake High School we are
committed to providing the highest
quality teaching and learning that
enables your child’s dreams to become a
reality. Our staff is a team of dedicated
professionals committed to the success
and aspirations of oll our learners.
Call today to enrol.
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