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53 yearS unbeaten

Once again, our good friends from 
Manawatu College journeyed 
up SH3 to be greeted by a snow-
capped maunga and some 
outstanding Taranaki weather to 
take us on in our annual sporting 
and cultural exchange and unlike 
our dominance of the 2017 
exchange, this years competition 
got o� to a really contested start.

The �rst day of competiton 
featured the glamour First XV 
match where Manawatu showed 
they meant business by rolling 
our lads 32-17. The side from 
Foxton were on a roll also taking 
the girls netball 29-27 in a tight 
encounter where our girls could 
never quite catch-up.

Following hot on the heels 
of the netball, our champion 
Basketball Girls showed their 
class right from the get go, with 
the team playing great defence 
and running through their plays 
to win 86-23. While this was all 
happening, the hockey side were 
in Stratford winning 4-0. It was left 
to debating to break the deadlock 
with a win to OHS.

To change things up for this year, 
students socialised at a quiz night 
run by Mr Cook and Mr Bedford, 
students formed mixed teams 
as a way of getting to know one 
another better.

Day Two saw our Boys Basketball  
roar to a massive 102-20 win, OHS 
Boys Soccer dominated to win 
7-0, while Manawatu took early 
control in the rugby and didn’t 
let up to win 29-12. The last, and 
possibly best event was the Girls 
Volleyball, where our girls came 
back from two sets down, to tie 
it all up at 14-14 all in the �fth set 
to eventually win 3-2. Opunake 
taking the overall win 6-3.

A huge amount of thanks and 
recognition go to Mrs Quinnell 
for her e�orts organising an 
outstanding exchange, she even 
got the weather gods to bless us 
with sunshine for the duration of 
the event.

After a rousing farewell haka and 
�rst-class lunch, Manawatu were 
back on their bus, headed home, 
waiting to take us on in 2019.

Te Kura Tuarua o Opunake

MANAWATU SPORTS 
EXCHANGE 2018

When you think of unbeaten sporting streaks, the All Blacks or 
Harlem Globetrotters are among the �rst names that spring to 
mind - you wouldn’t expect Opunake High School to have a 
team in a similar conversation - until you discover the Hockey 
team has gone unbeaten versus Manawatu College for 53 years.

Captain for this years exchange, Year 12 student Michael 
McCarty admitted to nerves pre-game. When reminded of the 
pressure to not lose his comments were - “I am scared to eat 
in case I throw-up”. Luckily for McCarty it wasn’t an issue as an 
Opunake goal in the �rst two minutes calmed the nerves, and 
eventually Opunake ran out as 4-0 winners, keeping the record 
intact for at least one more year.

Opunake High School
Te Kura Tuarua o Opunake

Growing good people for a rapidly changing world
He waihangatanga o te tangata pai i roto i tenei ao hurihuri

2019 Enrolments

OPEN DAYS
Thursday 28 June
& Friday 29 June 

10am in the school hall
ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND
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Manawatu attempt to defend  
a penalty corner
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